
Early Years Autumn Spring Summer 

Theme Wonderful Me! Let’s Celebrate Space Landscapes  Growth Mini-beasts 

Key texts  Fiction:  
What Makes Me a Me? 

We’re going on a Bear Hunt 
Leaf Man 

 
Non-Fiction: 

Autumn is Here! 
My Five Senses 

 
Supporting texts:  

The Hueys in the New jumper 
Dogs don’t do ballet  

The family book 
 

Fiction: 
The Snowman 

 
Non-Fiction:  
Bonfire night 

A Day to Remember 
 

The Nativity 
The Story of Diwali: Rama 

and Sita 
 

Supporting texts:  
My world, your world 

Elmer 

Fiction: 
Whatever next  

 
Non-Fiction 

Winter is Here! 
Mae Jemison 

Chinese New Year 

Fiction: 
What the Ladybird Heard 

 
Non-Fiction: 

Me on the Map! 
Spring is Here!  

 
The Easter Story 

 

Fiction: 
Billy Goats Gruff 

 
Non-Fiction: 

How a Seed Grows 
The Tiny Seed 

Fiction: 
Handa’s Surprise 

 
Non-Fiction:  
Mini-beasts 

Mad about minibeasts 
Summer is Here! 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  

 
 

Rules and routines 
Self confidence 

Making relationships 
Understanding their own 

feelings and others. 
 

Fiction: Colour Monster 

Rules and routines 
Road Safety  

To dress/undress 
independently 

Respecting others 
Ways of saying thank you 

 

Express feelings and that of others 
Resolve conflicts 

Sharing  
Forgiving others  

Know good practices with regards to exercise, eating, 
sleep, hygiene and sensible amounts of screen time 

can contribute to good health. 
 

 
Sharing and Caring 

Make healthy food choices 
Helping others and working together 

Recognition of others’ feelings 
Regulate their own behaviour 

 

 
Sharing and Caring 

Physical 

Development 

 

 

Managing own hygiene  
Fine motor activities 

Pencil control 
Mark-making/letter 

formation 
Ball skills - throwing, 

catching, aiming, passing, 
kicking 

 

Moving in different ways 
with control  

Pencil control 
Write dance 

Fine motor activities 
Mark-making/letter 

formation 
Road Safety 

Use a variety of tools 
Develop further movement 

skills 

Pencil control 
Write dance and Fine motor activities 

Mark-making/letter formation 
Draw, write and copy accurately and efficiently 

Know good practices with regards to exercise, eating, 
sleep, hygiene and sensible amounts of screen time, 

can contribute to good health. 
Obstacle courses - climbing and balancing, 

Rolling and balancing, jumping and balancing 

Healthy eating  
Making healthy food 
Sports day practise 

Why do we exercise? 
 

Hygiene: Why is it 
important? 

 

Looking after ourselves 
Weaving, tying and 

plaiting 



Communication 

and Language 

 

 

Talking about family and 
interests 

Speaking in sentences 
Listening and following 

instructions 
Enjoy singing 

Listening to a range of 
stories and poetry 

Sharing our own 
experiences 

Understanding and 
responding to questions 

‘how’ and ‘why’ 
 
 

Talking about my holiday 
Recall events from a story  

Describing changes 
around us  

Listening and following 
instructions 

 

Two-part sequence 
instructions 

Retelling stories 
Describing changes 

around us 
Use prepositional 

language 

Acting out a play as a 
group 

Listening and responding 
to others Sequencing 

events and stories 
Use of intonation and 

punctuation in stories (R) 

Describing landscapes 
Hot seating characters – 
creating how and why 

questions 

Literacy 
 
 

Letter formation 

Labels 

Lists 

Name writing 

Talent show poster 

 Missing poster 

 

Letter formation 
Retell a story 

Remembrance writing 
Instructional writing 

Christmas cards 

Labels 

Lists 

Letters 

 
Wonderful World! 

Letter formation 

Wanted posters 

Winter writing 
Recipe for hot chocolate 
Labels and symbols (for 
spaceships, road signs, 

etc.) 
Postcards from the moon  

Letters to aliens 

 

Non-fiction writing – 
spring 

Read spring poems 
Writing directions 

 

 
Wonderful world! 

Instructions for 
planting 

Stories with a 
beginning, 

middle and end 
 

Non-fiction 
writing - fact 

files 
Short stories, 
recounts and 

letters 
(N – captions) 

Read Summer 
poems  

Write acrostic 
poem (R) 

Extended writing 
 (N – captions) 

 

Mathematics Sorting & classifying 
Comparing numbers & 

objects 
Recognise numbers & order 

Counting & matching 
quantities 

Subitising to 3 
Comparisons 

Exploring Patterns 
Properties of shapes: circles 

and triangles 
Combining shapes 

 

Text to support maths 
concepts: 
Sort it Out 
Simon’s Socks 
Junk DNA 
Button Box 

 

 

Singing maths songs 

More and fewer 
One more and one less 

Subitising to 5 
Creating Patterns 

Counting on and back 
Time - Counting to 

measure time and ordering 
events 

Properties of shapes: 
Squares and rectangles 

Combining shapes 
 
 

Text to support maths 
concepts: 
Anno’s Counting Book 
Elmer 
Harry and the Bucket of 
Dinosaurs 
Bear in a Square 
Day Monkey Night Monkey 

 
Singing maths songs 
 

Comparisons  
Conceptual subitising to 8 

Part, whole 
Explore and Compare 
masses and capacity 

Measuring - Length & Height 
Problem solving Length & 

Height 
Time - sequence regular 

events 

 
 
Text to support maths 
concepts: 
Anno’s Counting Book 
Balancing Act 
A Squash and a Squeeze 
Actual Size  

 
 
 
Singing maths songs 
  

Conceptual subitising to 10 
Comparing numbers to 10 
Early calculations (adding 

and taking away) 
Part, whole 

3-D Shapes & properties 
Explore, complete & create 

repeating patterns  
Positional language 

 
 

 
 
Text to support maths 
concepts: 
Pairs! in the Garden 
This is the Bear and the 
Picnic Lunch 
Ten Black Dots 
Pattern Fish 

 
 
Singing maths songs 

Number bonds to 10 
Subitising 
Counting 

Composition 
Comparing and ordering 

Build and identify 
numbers beyond 10 
Counting beyond 10  
Sharing and doubling 

 
 
 
Text to support maths 
concepts: 
Ten Seeds  
1 is a Snail and 10 is a Crab 
Up to My Knees 

 
 

 
Singing maths songs 

Addition 
Subtraction 

Combining shapes 
 Doubling,  

Sharing and grouping 
Even and odd 

Positional Language 
Describe and continue 

repeated patterns 
 
 
 

Text to support maths 
concepts:  
Actual Size 
Double the Duck 
How many legs? 

 
 
 
 

Singing maths songs 



 
Understanding the World 

 
The Natural 
World 
 
Science 

• Explore the natural world 
around them - Forest 
School 

• Consider what they see, 
hear, and feel - Autumn 
walks 

• Look at the effect of the 
changing seasons on the 
area around them 

• Day and Night 

• Nocturnal animals 

• Wearing reflectors to be 
seen by cars 
 

• Exploring winter changes 

• Freezing and melting 

• Shadow puppets  

• Space – What is there? 
Gravity 

 
 
 
 

• Exploring spring changes 

• Floating and sinking 
 

• Planting and caring for 
growing plants 

• Life cycle of plants 

• Growth, decay and 
changes over time 

 

 

 

Wonderful World! 

• Exploring summer 
changes 

• Life cycles of a butterfly, 
ladybird 

• Explore the natural world 
around them mini-beasts 

• Wormery 
 

 

Past & 
Present 
 
History 

• Know how they have 
changed 

• Talk about the changes 
that have happened 
within their family 

 

• Know about the lives of 
people around me and 
their roles. 

• Remembrance 

• Explore figures from the 
past – Guy Fawkes 

• Exploring traditions: 
Christmas tree 

 Christmas box 
 

 

 

Sharing and Caring 

• Chinese New Year 

• Moon Landing 

• Significant individuals – 
Neil Armstrong (US 
Astronaut) Moon Landing 

• Tim Peak (UK Astronaut)  
 
 
 
Wonderful world! 

 • Talk about events that 
have happened in their 
lives. 

 

People, 
Culture & 
Communities 
 
Community 

People who help us – 
Close community, school 
and family 

People who help us – the 
church 

People who help us – 
Scientists, doctors, nurses 

People who help us – 
Environmentalist 
(recycling) 

People who help us – 
farmers and shopkeepers 

People who help us – 
Farmers  

 
Geography  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Features of their own 
environment. 

• The effects of the 
changing season (Autumn) 
on the natural world 
around them. 

• Signs of Autumn and 
associated weather 
PCC:  

 

• Respect for other 
traditions 

• How different countries 
celebrate Christmas 

 
 
 
 

Wonderful world! 

• People who help us – 
astronauts 

• Signs of winter and 
associate weather 

• Features of the world and 
Earth 

• Ariel Maps, Google Earth 

• Landscapes 

• Signs of spring and 
associated weather 

• Making a simple ‘bird’s 
eye view’ map 

• Similarities and 
differences between 
places 

 
 

Wonderful World! 

• People who help us – 
farmers and shopkeepers 

 

 

 

Sharing and Caring 

• Signs of Summer and 
associated weather 

• Environments vary from 
one another 

• Similarities and 
differences between life 
in other countries 



 
Religious 
Education 

Christian values 
The creation/God 

Harvest  
 

 
Sharing and Caring 

 

• Recognise that people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in 
different ways 

• People who help us – the 
Church 

 
Incarnation  

Diwali – Rama & Sita 
Story of Nativity 

Christian values 
Salvation 

• Recognise that people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in 
different ways 

 
Customs and traditions – 

differences 
Shrove Tuesday 

Easter story 
 

Christian values 
What happens in 

Church? 

Christian Values 
What makes every 

person special, unique 
and important? 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Creating with 

Materials 

 

Art  

 

 

Self-Portraits  
Exploring mixing paints 

Printing 
Collage 

Explore materials 
 

Firework pictures 
Rangoli patterns 
Clay Diwali lamps 

Christmas card and 
decorations 

Silhouette paintings  
 

 
 

Shadow puppets  
Space pictures 

 

Spring paintings 
Painting/ 

Painting landscapes 

Vegetable printing pictures 
Make your own super 

veggie  

Observational drawings 
Butterfly paintings 

Sketching fruit 

Design & 

Technology 
Explore materials and their 
purpose 
Learn to use scissors  
Explore different 
techniques for joining 
materials 
Learning to plan and 
talking through a process 
(R) 
 

Food hygiene 
 
Explore materials and their 
purpose 
 
Design and make 
Christmas crafts 
 
 

Structures - Junk model a 
spaceship 

 
Mechanisms - Pictures 
with Levers and Pull Tabs  
Shadow Puppets 
 

Mechanisms – Pictures 
with levers  Moveable 
spring animals 

 
Designing and making 
Easter cards and Easter 
baskets 

Structures - Designing and 
making a Mini-beast Home 

 
 

Food technology – fruit 
salad 
 
 

Being 

Imaginative & 

Expressive 

 

Music 

Charanga – Me!  
Taking on performance 
roles 
Rhymes, poetry, and songs 
Making music  
Perform poetry 
 
 

Charanga – My Stories 
Explore a range of 
instruments 
Recite and perform poetry, 
rhymes, songs and stories 
Diwali dancing 
Nativity Songs and 
performance 
 

Charanga – Everyone! 
Recite and perform poetry, 
rhymes, songs and poetry 
Explore a range of 
instruments 
Know beats,  
 
 
 

Charanga – Our World 
Recite and perform poetry, 
rhymes, songs and stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charanga – Big Bear Funk! 
Recite and perform poetry, 
rhymes, songs and stories 
Act out a story  
 
 
 
 
 

Charanga – Reflect, rewind 
and replay 
Recite and perform poetry, 
rhymes, songs and stories 
 
 
 
 
 



Role Play – Home corner, 
Talent show 

Role Play – Home corner, 
Post Office, Santa’s Grotto 

Role Play – Space Station, 
Winter land 

Role Play – Travel Agents Role Play – Garden Centre, 
Farm Shop 

Role Play – Ice-Cream 
shop, Camping site 

Forest 
School 

Rues and routines 

Exploring Forest School Area 

Autumn changes 

Making houses/dens 

 

Winter changes 
Bird Feeders 

Building a nest with sticks 

Planting and growing 
Mini-beast hotels 

Trips and 
Experiences 

Trip TBC 
St Benedict’s Church 

Having our own talent show 
Christmas Pantomime 

Nativity production 

Christmas ‘stay and learn’ 

Trip TBC 
Easter  ‘stay and learn’ 

Trip TBC 
Planting our own bean plants and sunflowers 

Mini-beast hunt 

 


